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A NOTE FROM PRESIDENT STEVE:
Greetings, lodge members,
Well, I guess it is summer, since as I write this we are expecting 109° in a few
days! This augers well for our lodge picnic on July 1st, as the swimming pool
will be inviting and also there is ample shade provided by our grove of redwood
trees that were about three feet tall when I planted them in the early 1990s, and now are about
70 feet tall. Come and kick off the Independence Day weekend! (See flyer.)
On July 4th our country will be 241 years old. Somewhere in my archives I have a copy of the
US News and World Report reporting on the celebrations in 1976 when our country was 200
years old. Such a grand time as I remember it.
Of course, the settlement of the US land area began long before 1776, as the first English colonies were chartered in the early 1600s. At least four generations of “Americans” had lived
along the Eastern seaboard before the Revolutionary War. Also, Spaniards and others were
poking around in what is now the western United States even before that. And who knows
how long before that the native populations that we commonly refer to as American Indians
settled many parts of the country. When I went to school we did not study much about the Indian populations. I surely did not learn, for instance, that Ben Franklin got many of his ideas
about uniting the colonies from the already long existing multi-tribe Iroquois League, and its
leader, Iroquois Chief Canassatego.
Of course, many of the forefathers of members of our lodge were somewhat later-coming
Norwegians and other Europeans. But whatever our backgrounds, Independence Day is always an uplifting celebration day here in what we now call the United States of America.
Hoist your flag. Watch a parade. Celebrate with family and friends. Have a good time.
Hilsen, Steve.
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SIDEBARS WITH THE EDITOR...
GREAT NEWS! BRIDGE TO CAMP
NORGE ALMOST READY
The bridge will be open soon, and fall events are now
being scheduled. See flyers for the Rosemaling Seminar and Krettstevne elsewhere in this Navigator. A
picture of the bridge, at 90% completion, is shown
below.

LODGE SUMMER PICNIC
The last several years we
have had Syttende Mai
picnics, but that was not
possible this year. However, we have scheduled a
lodge summer picnic for
July 1st. We realize this is
on the cusp of the Independence Day weekend, but we are expecting that
many persons will be in town and would enjoy a little
lodge camaraderie. We have both shade and sun
available! The Board has decreed that there will be no
rain! See the flyer in this issue – we will appreciate
some advance response so that we know how much in
the way of burgers and dogs to have available.

GARRISON KEILLOR

SCANDINAVIAN FESTIVAL – NEW
TIME AND VENUE!
Please note the included flyer for the annual Scandinavian Festival. This year it will
be at the Scottish Rite Masonic Center, and pr omises
to be bigger and better than
ever before. The date is Saturday, August 19th. Our own
members Joe and LaRena
Hannon ar e major par ticipants in the organization of
the event – please help them
out if at all possible. Almost
all of the Scandinavian
countries will be represented.

Garrison Keillor will be performing at the
following area venues yet this year: 1)
Mountain Winery, Saratoga, August 20,
7:30 pm, and 2) Weill Hall at Green Music Center, Rohnert Park, October 13, 7:30
pm. For tickets, one place to go is Front
Row Tickets, https://frontrowtickets.com/
Garrison-Keillor-tickets.aspx. I believe this is a newly formatted show, featuring just Keillor and not his
past show featuring multiple entertainers, from which
he has retired.

EDVARD MUNCH AT SF MOMA
A showing featuring about 45
Munch paintings will be debuting at the San Francisco
MOMA beginning June 4th,
through October 29th. Included are 12 self-portraits. The
show will move on to New
York and Oslo after it leaves
San Francisco. Mr. Munch
himself will not be present. Go
to www.sfmoma.org.
(Continued on page 6)
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SONS OF NORWAY SELLING ITS MINNEAPOLIS HEADQUARTERS
“Now is the time to market our property…” says CEO
(But, is there more to the story?)

Sons of Norway HQ Building

Various news sources are reporting that Sons
of Norway is selling its 60,000 square foot
building and surrounding property, and the
package is being marketed by CBRE. “With
all of the momentum in the Uptown area, now
is the time to market our property and focus
on creating an exciting new home for our employees, where we can serve the community,
members and stakeholders for decades to
come,” Sons of Norway CEO Eivind Heiberg
said in a news release.

Minneapolis in winter

may involve scraping the site and making it
available for such development.

Your Navigator dispatched crack investigative
reporter, Dick Tracysen, to Minneapolis to
learn whether there was a “back story” to this
public announcement. After carousing in local
saloons, stopping for a classic roast beef sandwich and a beer at Mayslack’s in old Minneapolis “Nordeast,” and visiting area Sons of
Norway lodges to partake of Torsk, Lutefisk,
gjetost and Friday night perch fries, he finally
encountered a gentle“When I said no, that I worked for a little west coast newsmen with a NorweCurrently, Sons
letter called the Navigator that no one ever reads, he regian accent who
of Norway hous- plied that was good, because he was tired of seeing the
es more than 40 Times get all sensitive leaked information first.
claimed to have some
inside information
employees at this
location on 1455 West Lake Street in Minne- that had been leaked to him.
apolis. Hennepin County assesses the entire
property at $7.5 million, with the office build- “When I asked him whether there was more to
ing accounting for $4 million of that total.
the story, he asked me if I was from the New
However, the building itself actually may not York Times,” reports Tracysen. “When I said
be worth much, as there is a great demand for no, that I worked for a little west coast newsmulti-family housing (apartments) in the area, letter called the Navigator that no one ever
and so the highest and best use of the property
(Continued on page 4)
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was originally from Norway. Od told Trareads, he replied that was good, because he
cysen that he was bound by a non-disclosure
was tired of seeing the Times get all sensitive agreement, but he volunteered this: “I ask
leaked information first.
you, why wouldn’t they move? After all, ice
and snow is so ‘Old Norway.’ Why, we have
“When I asked him what was going on, he
so many Scandinavians here that originally
said something like, would you believe that
lived in Minnesota and Wisconsin. Even the
maybe some of the Sons of Norway staff are Norwegians in Norway go to Greece and the
getting a little tired of Minneapolis?” Trasouth of Spain during the winter. Our Norwecysen continued his report: “I was incredugian population here clearly would support
lous and I asked him what he meant. He
their operation. And remember, we have no
asked me if I knew that the real estate, inincome tax here!
come and sales taxes are killers in Minnesota.
He noted that the only state where they are
“Also, several high-end homes have been opworse is California, and reminded me how
tioned in the best section of Vero Beach by
crazy those people are. Wow! Then it hit me! some entity called ‘Norskie or nominee.’
Sons of Norway might be “I ask you, why wouldn’t they move? Af- Someone is obviously
moving its Headquarters ter all, ice and snow is so ‘Old Norway.’” moving here from up north.
from Minneapolis!”
There is a great piece of
commercial land right on Oslo Road, just
Tracysen asked the man about where they
west of the Dixie Highway and US Highway
could possibly be moving to, and bought the 1 and not far from the Atlantic Ocean that
man another drink, even though he was over would make a great site for a new headquarhis expense account limit. The man replied
ters building. Just imagine, with an address
that he was sworn to secrecy. “But,” he con- on Oslo Road, it would be kind of like the ortinued, “If I was to say to you, Virginia, Geor- ganization has come home.” Tracysen couldgia, FLORIDA (his emphasis), and if I said
n’t help but roll his eyes when he heard all
Newport, Athens, and OSLO, could you de- this.
duce anything?” After that, the guy clammed
up.
So, there the trail ends. Is Sons of Norway
moving its Headquarters to Florida? We will
This was a puzzling riddle. Finally, Tracysen just have to wait and see. But rewent to his best source of information –
member,
Google – and discovered that there is a com- thanks to
munity called Oslo in the Vero Beach metro- Tracysen,
politan area of – Florida! Could Sons of Nor- you heard
way headquarters be relocating to Florida?
about it here
first.
Tracysen flew to Vero
No snow
Beach and searched out
Od Man-Owt, a local
real estate broker who
(HEADQUARTERS BUILDING SALE, Continued from page 3)

Oslo, Florida River Walk
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IN MEMORY OF:
Dale A. Jacobson
Spencer A. Gedestad
Milford Johnson
We regret to have to report that long time lodge member Dale A. Jacobson, born in
1934, passed away on June 3rd, 2017. He is survived by his wife and lodge member
Dolores Jacobson and her childr en: Mar k Str eeper (Sandi), Lisa FitzGer ald
(Bill), and Linda Streeper, and many grandchildren and great grandchildren. He was
preceded in death by his first wife Carol, and is also survived by their two children,
Wayne Jacobson (Cindi) and Valerie Pearson. A memorial service was held at Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church, in Sacramento on June 12th. His interment will be in the
Orland, California Cemetery in the family plot. Donations were suggested to the
American Diabetes Association.
Long time lodge member Spencer A. Gedestad, 94, died May 30th, 2017, at his home.
Spencer was born in 1922, in Petersburg, ND. After graduating from Petersburg High
Spencer attended Luther College in Decorah, Iowa, graduating with a degree in Chemistry. After graduating from Luther he joined the U.S. Navy and attended The University of Louisville Dental School- earning his DMD degree in Dentistry in 1946. He then
served as a Naval Dentist from 1947-1949 before being Honorably Discharged. After
his Navy service, Spencer and Patricia moved to Sacramento in 1950. Spencer went
into private practice at that time, and continued to practice for the next 50 years, retiring in 2000. In the last 20 of those years, Spencer had the pleasure of practicing with
his son Douglas. He was an active member of St. John's Lutheran Church in Sacramento since 1951, serving
in many capacities of the church's stewardship and service to the community. The St. John's community was
the foundation of his life in Sacramento and reflected his compassion and commitment to serving others. He
enjoyed sports of all kinds and was an avid Giants and 49ers fan. He also enjoyed playing golf. He was a
founding member of Valley Hi Country Club and remained actively playing into his 90's. He is survived by
his wife of 68 years, Patricia Gedestad, also a lodge member, and his four children Stephen, Douglas, Susan, and Dennis, as well as six grandchildren and two great grandchildren. A funeral service was held at St.
John's Lutheran Church on Saturday, June 10th at 3:00. Remembrance donations can be made to St. John's
Program for Real Change which funds St. John's Women's Shelter or the Sutter Health Foundation of Sacramento's Hospice program.

Milford Pierre "Mel" Johnson passed away this past Apr il 24th. He was born in
1921 on a farm near Lake Emily, Minnesota and would often tell stories from his
youth on the farm. Mel enjoyed going to the local one room school house and, later,
attended Deer River High School, where he stayed in a dormitory during the week
until he graduated in 1941. Mel was drafted into the Army Air Forces in 1943 where
he learned to be a radio engineer. Mel spent some time in Europe during the later
years of WW II. After the war, he graduated from the Milwaukee School of Engineering and made his way west, in search of employment. He met Zeta Marie
Cammack, a nurse, in San Francisco, and they were married in Sacramento in 1954; she pre-deceased him.
Mel and Zeta had four children, Dean, Carl, Jonelle, and Janet. In addition to being a dutiful fan of their
children's sports, Mel loved the SF Giants and 49ers. Mel worked as a civilian engineer at McClellan AFB
(Continued on page 6)
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Continued from page 5)
IN MEMORY OF: Milford Johnson

(

and, after retirement, was an active volunteer in SIRS and for Red Cross clinics. He was a devoted family
man throughout his life. Mel was also preceded in death by one son, Carl Rae Johnson, in 2016. A service
and reception for Mel were held this past May 19th. Remembrances could be made to First United Methodist
Church in Sacramento, American Diabetes Association or the ALS Association.
(SIDEBARS Continued from page 2)

MUNCH PLAY

ing, events that shows why Munch valued Jaeger and
the bohemian experience.

There will be three shows open to the general public
and I hope some of your members will get a chance to
see it. On June 25th it will be shown at Pianofight in
San Francisco - see www.pianofight.com/showcalendar/. On July 8th and 9th it will be shown in
Rohnert Park - see www.ci.rohnert-park.ca.us/
city_hall/departments/
Here is a brief abstract of the play: “Munch and his
Mentor” is a play about Edvard Munch and his bohe- spreckels_performing_arts_center/
current_productions_and_events/. For more info
mian years. It investigates his influences and how
Munch found his style. It circles around events shared about the play see www.germundson.no. (This material slightly edited by the editor.)
by Munch and his mentor Hans Jaeger – events that
enhanced Munch's quest to find himself and “paint his
(Continued on page 12)
life”; events that gave Munch the courage to keep goHello Sons of Norway lodges! My name is Gunnar
Germundson and I am a playwright from Norway. I
am here in Northern California with my play "Munch
& his Mentor" because of the big Munch exhibit that
opens soon at the SFMOMA.

UPCOMING EVENTS 2017
June
NO LODGE MEETING OR EVENTS
Saturday 1 July
Lodge Summer Picnic (see flyer)
Tuesday, 4 July
Independence Day
August
NO LODGE MEETING
Saturday, 19 August
SCANDINAVIAN FESTIVAL, Scottish Rite Masonic Center*
Saturday—Monday, 2-4 Sept.Northern California Kretsstevne
Sunday, 17 Sept.
Lodge meeting—Youth appreciation afternoon (?)
Friday—Sunday 29 Sept—1 Oct. Central California Kretsstevne, Buellton, CA.
Tuesday, 10 Oct.
Lodge meeting (Corned Beef and Cabbage meal?)
Saturday, 21 Oct.
Viking Fest
Tuesday, 14 Nov.
Lodge meeting
Saturday, 9 Dec.
Julebord
TBD
Family Christmas Party (so far, unplanned)
All events at the Harding San Juan Masonic Lodge, Citrus Heights, unless otherwise indicated.
Schedule always subject to change. Changes will be announced in The Navigator.
*Multi-lodge and multi-organization Scandinavian event.
Next Board meeting: August 10th, Masonic Lodge library, 6:30 pm.
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Please support Norwegian-American heritage and Camp Norge
Camp Norge is Sons of Norway's District 6 Norwegian heritage project. As a "tusen takk" for your donation,
you can get the book "Hidden Heroes: World War II in Norway." These
twenty eyewitness accounts were originally collected from Sons of Norway
members by a District Cultural Director, Jean Bittner. We hope these accounts help you remember the acts of bravery that everyday heroes made in
Norway in World War II.
Living in Norway during World War II, you never knew if the person next
door was a hero; a Norwegian resistance fighter. The hero next door could
be a teenager going with his dad to steal grain from a Nazi train, in order to
feed refugees. It could be a girl who hid messages in her instrument case,
while going by bike to a violin lesson. It could be the fisherman down the
street, rowing a boat full of grenades, with a German U-boat captain sitting
on the seat which was hiding them. Many Norwegians risked their lives to
thwart the Nazis who were occupying their country. These are their true stories.
If you haven't earned a SON literature cultural skills pin, this book is a great
way to get started.
------------------------------------------------------------------

ORDER FORM - HIDDEN HEROES: WORLD WAR II IN NORWAY
__ $20 (1 book)
allow 3 weeks for printing
__ $25 (Camp Norge donation for 1 book)
and shipping (shipping to
__ $100 (Camp Norge donation for 5 books)
one location)
__ $250 (Camp Norge donation for 15 books)
__ $500 (Camp Norge donation for 33 books)
__ I want to make a $______ donation, and receive only ___ books
Make checks out to "Sons of Norway District"
Name: _________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________
City/St/Zip: _____________________________________________________________
Email: _________________________________________________________________
Phone: _____________________________ Lodge: _____________________________
Send your order to: Mike Palecek, SON tr easur er , 5747 Sandy Lane, Racine WI 53406
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SIXTY FIFTH
ROSEMALING SEMINAR AT CAMP NORGE
September 23/24, 2017
The bridge will soon be completed. We can get to Camp Norge again. It is time to make your reservations for
the adult (18 years and over) Fall Rosemaling Seminar at Camp Norge. We will have two classes. The teachers are
Karen Nelson and Onya Tolmasoff.
We will be painting a 6-1/2 x 5” card box make by Mike Lusk. Karen is teaching an Old Rogaland design on Sea
Swirl (medium blue) background. Onya is teaching a Valdres Style design on a blue/gray background. Check the
Camp Norge Website for pictures of both projects: www.campnorge.org. I am also attaching them to this notice.
Please make your bed reservation with me. I develop the list of who is in which room. You will pay for your
bed when you arrive at Camp. It is not included in your class fee. Bring your current membership card. If you can’t
locate your membership card, bring the last issue of your Viking Magazine. It has your number in the address box.
Members pay $16.20 per night; guests pay $27.00 for beds in the dorms, which includes 8% Placer County Occupancy
Tax. Only members are allowed to stay in the main house and the cozy cabins. For people who want to room together, I need to receive the list of names with the first reservation. RV’s are encouraged as we have a limited number of
beds. Members pay $25 per night for up to four people per RV. Guests pay $35 per night for RV’s. Camp has electrical and water, but no sewer hookups. Tents are $15 for up to four people for members, $20 for non members. No occupancy tax on RV’s or tents. Pets are $2 per night. Pets are not allowed in any of the buildings, pool area or sleeping rooms at any time.
Please include your full phone number, address and lodge name and number when registering. If you have email, please include your e-mail address. It is so much faster and cheaper if I need to talk to you. The supply lists will
be sent when I receive your registration form and check. ABSOLUTELY NO E-MAIL RESERVATION REQUESTS. I need the check and r egistr ation for m together . Be sur e to send a self addr essed stamped envelope
for your supply list and class confirmation information if you do not have e-mail. I will not be sending you a supply
list unless you send me a self-addressed, stamped envelope or your e-mail address with your registration form
The cost of the seminar will be $87 for registration which includes the class and wood piece all base coated and ready
to go, hall rent, and the meals. There will be $25 cancellation fee for any cancellations, but absolutely no cancellations
after September 5th. It is difficult for people on the waiting list to take your place if they do not have at least a couple
of weeks to make their plans, so please be thoughtful. Melanie Souza will again do our cooking. The cost for food
for the weekend is included in the $87 registration fee. The food includes breakfast, lunch and dinner on Saturday and
breakfast and lunch on Sunday. You were so very generous and cooperative with the cookies last time. I do so appreciate that. We will ask just one class to bring cookies, and will rotate those classes each time. The information will be
on your supply list.
My e-mail address is pennyjknudsen@sbcglobal.net. My phone number is (916) 941-6433. Please cut off and complete the following registration form, make your check payable to Penny (not Camp Norge) and return as soon as possible with your stamped, self-addressed envelope for supply list if you do not wish to receive it by e-mail, to:
Penny Joseph Knudsen, 3774 Park Drive, El Dorado Hills, California 95762
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------September 23/24, 2017 ROSEMALING SEMINAR REGISTRATION FORM

Name _______________________________ Phone (____) _________
Address ___________________________ e-mail address ____________________

I need a bed reservation:
I want to room with:

y es_______ No _______
_____________________

City _________________ Zip __________ Name of Lodge ________________
Class I want is: Karen_________

Onya______________

I am enclosing $87 for registration fee for food and class.
My spouse and/or family will be eating with us and I enclose $35 for each _____

I am bringing my RV __________
I am bringing my tent __________

Roald Amundsen 6-48
Sons of Norway
P.O. Box 3734
Citrus Heights CA 95611-3734
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Roald Amundsen Lodge Website: http://www.sonsofnorwaysacramento.com.

OTHER KRETSSTEVNES

SIDEBARS (Continued from page 6)

NEW MEMBER

The Central California
We formally welcome new member Chris Wilson,
who has already been helping significantly at our vari- Kretsstevne will occur September 29 – October 1 in
ous events. Again, Welcome Aboard, Chris!
Buellton. The Southern California Kretsstevne is schedNO SUMMER MEETINGS
uled for October 20 – 22 in
Banning. See the District 6
Please note that we have not scheduled any Tuesday
night meetings during June, July or August. However, website for more information.
take note of the Summer Picnic flyer.
NEXT NAVIGATOR PUBLICATION DATE –
LATE AUGUST
Please have any matters for the next Navigator submitted to the editor by August 23rd.
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